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SEMI-COMMUTATIONS AND PARTIAL COMMUTATIONS

M. CLERBOUT1, Y. ROOS1 AND I. RYL1

Abstract. The aim of this paper is to show that a semi-commutation
function can be expressed as the compound of a sequential transforma-
tion, a partial commutation function, and the reverse transformation.
Moreover, we give a necessary and sufncient condition for the image of
a regular language to be computed by the compound of two sequential
functions and a partial commutation function.

AMS Subject Classification. 68Q45, 68Q85.

1. INTRODUCTION

Semi-commutations, introduced in [2], are natural extensions of partial
commutations, proposed by Mazurkiewicz [13] as formai tools for the modeling
of concurrent Systems. The bases of the theory of partial commutations stand at
the meeting point of both Petri nets theory and formai languages and automata
theory. A relation of partial commutation, so called relation of independence, is
a symmetrie and irreflexive binary relation defined on a finite alphabet. Letters
represent actions and two letters are independent if the actions they represent are
concurrent. This very simple définition has led to a very fruitful theory: the theory
of traces, these last ones being the équivalence classes of the congruence generated
on words by a relation of partial commutation. Among numerous and important
results having contributed to develop this theory, let us quote the first-rate the-
orem of Zielonka [17] which, by defining a particular type of automaton, allows
to define a strong notion of reconnaissability in traces; let us also quote the very
nice theorem of Ochmanski [15], generalizing the Kleene's theorem by introducing
rational opérations adapted to traces. The reader can refer to the state of the art
of this theory in [7].
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e-mail: {clerbout,yroos, ryl}@lifl.fr
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The only différence between partial commutations and semi-commutations is
the relation of independence: it is not necessarily symmetrie anymore. Therefore,
semi-commutations are well adapted to the expression of synchronization between
process like Producer/Consumer's problems or Readers/Editors' problems. For ex-
ample, let us consider the alphabet {c,p} where c represents the to consume action
and p represents the to produce action. Relation (or rule) of semi-commutation
cp —> pc expresses the possibility to produce f aster than to consume. So, the
Dyck's language on the alphabet {c,p}, denoted by L>i*(c,p), and representing ail
the correct linkings of productions and consumptions in the case of a not bounded
memory, is closed by rewriting using this rule of semi-commutation. More pre-
cisely, D-^(c^p) is the closure, under the semi-commutation fonction associated
with the rule cp —> pc, of the language (pc)* which represents a correct link-
ing of productions and consumptions in the case of a buffer of size 1. As such,
a semi-commutation function can be seen as a concurrency operator working on
languages.

A natural question, when one introduces a new opération, is to try to express it
by using more simple or already known opérations. From this viewpoint, a décom-
position theorem, expressed in [3], stipulâtes that any semi-commutation function
is equal to the compound of a certain number of elementary semi-commutation
functions named functions of atomic semi-commutations. Another resuit, ex-
pressed in [2] allows to express any commutation function as a composition of
morphisms, inverse morphisms and partial commutations functions. The num-
ber of partial commutations functions occurring in this resuit is however very
important.

In this article, we introducé, for any semi-commutation function ƒ, a sequential
transformation TJ such that ƒ can be expressed as the compound of T/, a function
of partial commutation, and rT1. This allows us to enunciate the main results
of this work: we give a necessary and sumeient condition, concerning iterating
factors of a language, so that the image of this language by a semi-commutation
function can be expressed as the compound of two sequential rational functions
and a partial commutation function.

This theorem evokes the results expressed by Arnold in [1] on projective CCI
sets of P-traces, and also the type of constructions realized by Husson in [11]
concerning relèvements towards the partially commutative monoids. It allows
to throw a new light on a certain number of previous results which underscore
différences between the partial commutations and the semi-commutations [6,16].

2. PRELIMINARIES

2.1. NOTATIONS

In the following, E will dénote a finite alphabet. We shall dénote by alph(w)
the alphabet of a word u and by e the empty word.
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We shall dénote by IIx the projection onto the alphabet X, Le. the morphism
defîned by:

Iïx : E* —> X*

{ x if x G X,
£ otherwise.

A word u is a factor of a word v if there exist two words W\ and w^ such that
v = wiuw2- We dénote by RF(u>) (respectively LF(u>)) the set of right factors
(respectively left factors) of the word w, that is:

RF{w) = {v G E* I 3u G E\w = uv},

LF(w) = {u G E* | 3u G £*, iü = ut;} •

The set of iterating factors of a language L over E is:

{u G E* | 3v,iy G E*,tm*w Ç L} -

A word u is said to be a subword of a word v if there exists words iuo, u^, wi, . . . ,
t/4, wn such that t; = wow^wi... t^w* ... tü îün and u = ^ ^ 2 • • • wn-

For each word v of E* and for each letter a of E, v/a = v if a ^ LF(u) and
v/a — a~xt; otherwise.

Let us consider a rewriting system R. We shall write u —>R v if there are a
rule a —> (3 in R and two words w and wf such that u — waw/ and u = w/3w*.

We say that there exists a dérivation from u to v denoted by u —>*R v if
there are words wo,wi,...,tün, (n > 0), such that ^0 = u,wn = v, and for each
i < n^Wi —>R Wi+i. The integer n is called dérivation length. When we have
u —>*R v with a known dérivation of length n, we shall also write: u — ^ v.

Let E be a, set of integers. Then, Ë dénotes N\E. The cardinality of the finite
set E is denoted by ||£7||. For a word n, ||u||ab dénotes the number of occurrences
of the factor ab in U^a)by(u).

2.2. PARTIAL COMMUTATIONS AND SEMI-COMMUTATIONS

Let us recall some définitions and some results about partial commutations and
semi-commutations (for more details see [7]).

Définition 2.1. A partial commutation relation over an alphabet S is an irreflex-
ive and symmetrical relation included m E x £.. A semi-commutation relation over
an alphabet S is an irreflexive relation included in S x E.

Définition 2.2. With a s emi-commutation (or a partial commutation) 0, we
associate a rewriting System, defined as: {xy —• yx \ (x,y) G 0} (note that
all the rules of the System are symmetrical when 9 is a partial commutation). To
simplify the notations, we also dénote the rewriting system by 0.
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Définition 2.3. For a s emi-commutation (or a partial commutation) 6 defined
over an alphabet £, we dénote by f# the associated s emi-commutation (or partial
commutation) function. This function is defined by:

Vue E*,fe(u) = \v

This définition is extended to languages:

Définition 2.4. The non-commutation relation associated with the commutation
(resp. semi- commutation) relation 0 is:

0 = (E x E)\0.

With each s emi-commutation (or partial commutation) 0 defined over an alphabet
E is associated an oriented graph (or non-oriented): the non-commutation graph
(£,#) where E is the node set and 0\ {(x,x) \ x E £} the edge set.

We say that there exists a path from a$ to an in the non-commutation graph
(E, 6) if there exist ax , . . . , an_i such that for each 0 < i < n, (a ,̂ a^+i) belongs to
0. Then, a^a^... an is a word labelling a path in (E, 0).

Définition 2.5. Let 0 be a semi-commutation (or a partial commutation) defined
over an alphabet E and u be a word of E*. The word u is said to be strongly
connected (respectively connected) if the graph (alph(u),Ö), which is the restriction
of the non commutation graph of 0 to the alphabet of u, is strongly connected
(respectively connected).

Définition 2.6. Any maximal connected subgraph (resp. strongly connected) of a
graph G is named a connected component (resp. strongly connected component)
ofG.

In some proofs, we will use the notion of minimal dérivation which is linked to
the notion of distance between words.

Définition 2.7. Let E be an alphabet. We dénote Snum = S x N .
We define inductively the application num; E* —• E*um by:
• num(e) = e;
• \/u G £*, Va E E ; num('ua) = num(u)(a, |ua|a).

The morphism denum: E*um —> E* is defined by:
• Vx = (a,z) G En u m ; denum(x) = a.

Let W,Î; G S* be two commutatively equivalent words. The distance from u to
v, denoted d(u,v) is equal to Card({(a,6) E Enum x Enum | num(w) = xaybz} \
{(a,ö) E Enum x £n u m | num(ïj) = xaybz}).
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Let us remark that for each word IA, the word num('u) contains only one
occurrence of each letter. It is clear that if v E î$(u) for a semi-commutation
0, then d(w, v) is a bound for the lengths of dérivations from u to v. Moreover, the
following lemma shows that each step decreasing the distance is a "good" step:

Lemma 2.8. (Distance lemma [7]) Let 0 be a serai-commutation over an
alphabet T>, u a word of S* and v G fö(ti). If u —>e w with d(w,v) < d(u,v)
then, v G f#(w).

From this lemma follows the corollary saying that there always exists a minimal
dérivation of length d(u, v) between two words u and v.

Corollary 2.9. Let 0 be a semi-commutation over an alphabet S, w a word of £*
and v E f$(u). There exists a dérivation from u to v of length d(u,v).

3. IDEA OF THE CONSTRUCTION

Our aim is to show that it is possible to use a transformation, a partial
commutation and a strictly alphabetical morphism to compute the closure un-
der a semi-commutât ion of any language. In this section, we show on examples
that the function can consist on adding different marks (colors or subscripts) to
occurrences of letters. The marks distinguish occurences of a same letter in or-
der to allow them to commute - or not - depending on their position (relative to
occurrences of other letters) in the starting word.

Let us consider a finite alphabet S = {a, 6, c} and a semi-commutation
0 — {(a, b)} defined over E. The non-commutation graph of 6 is

The idea is to "color" the letters of a word u in such a way that two occurrences
of letters a and b receive different colors when they commute in II{a)5} and that
letters of the coloring of u having the same color are not allowed to commute.

To compute the closure under the semi-commutation 0 of a word u, we use a
partial commutation and the colors that bring out some dependences of letters.
As the only non-symmetrical rule is ab —> 6a, we only have to color occurrences
of letters a and b. Let us consider x and y two consécutive occurrences of letters
in Tl{a^y(u). These x and y must receive distinct colors in the case when x = a
and y = b. In all the other cases, x and y must receive the same color. We give to
consécutive b and a or consécutive a or consécutive b the same color and we give
to consécutive a and b distinct colors (when a b follows a a, we introducé a new
color). Using this method, for a word u = cabbabbaaabab we obtain for example
the colored word v = caofri&iai^^^ö^G^frsas^ (where colors are marked by
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subscripts). We define now the partial commutation g by:

Q = {(a», 6j) | i ^ j j U i f e a j ) | i + j}

As c does not belong to any couple of 0, it does not receive any color and it does
not belong to any couple of g. Now, we dénote by <p the strictly alphabetical
morphism which removes colors and it is easy to see that î$(u) = <p o ie{v).

Clearly, this method may lead to use an infinité number of colors to compute
the closure of an infinité language. We can notice that the number of colors may
be infinité even when the beginning language is a regular language closed under 9
(consider for example the language (acbc)*).

In order to solve this problem, we can remark that, in some cases, it is possible
to reuse several times a color in the same word. Consider for example the word
u = abcaabacb. The first a receives the first color that is to say 0. The first b is
allowed to commute with a so it receives another color, for example 1. The second
and the third a receive the same color than the previous b: 1. For the moment we
have aobiccbiciibacb. The following b may receive 2 but this b and the first a are
the first and the last letter of a subword of u which is a word labelling a path of
the non-commutation graph of 6 so, these two occurrences of letters will never be
consécutive in any word derived from u. Thus, we can reuse the same color and
mark this b with 0. For the same reason, the last b can also receive the color 0,
we obtain the word v — aobicaiaiboaocbo- We have again fe(u) ~ (p o fe(v).

With a partial commutation, we loose the non-symmetry. The use of the
coloring makes up for this lost of power because the coloring contains some in-
formations about dependence of actions.

We define in Section 4, a coloring using the same idea than in the previous
example. We color words by adding to each letter a color for each sub-alphabet
of two letters it belongs to. If a couple (a, 6) belongs to 9 O 9~1 or to 9 f! 0"1 then
the colors of occurrences of letters a and 6 associated with {a, b} is always 0. We
color a word from left to right and, for each (a, b) belonging to 9 f) #~x, we color
letters a and b in the following way:

we start with color 0;
an occurrence of letter a always receives the same color as the previous
occurrence of letter of {a, 6};
an occurrence of letter b receives the least possible color. It can be an
already used color if the occurrence of letter that has received this color
is "separated" from this b by a strongly connected word {Le. is the first
letter of a factor whose last letter is this b and which contains as subword a
strongly connected word starting with a and finishing with this b), If it is
not possible, the b receives the least color that has not already been used.
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4. CONSTRUCTION

We have first to define the coloring we will use. We need a colored alphabet
(hère colors are just represented by counters) which only dépends on the beginning
alphabet.

Définition 4.1. Let E be a finite alphabet. The colored alphabet corresponding to
£ is defined by:

Ec = {(£, c) \ x G £, c : £ —> N such that c(x) = 0} •

The strictly alphabetical morphism used to remove colors only dépends on the
beginning alphabet:

Définition 4.2. Let £ be a finite alphabet. The strictly alphabetical morphism ip^
is defined by:

tp* : S* —> £*
(a,c) i—> a.

Now, we can propose a coloring which uses the idea explained in the previous
section and which is, in gênerai, defined as an infinité transducer. The définition
of the transducer needs two preliminary définitions of sets of words depending of
the non-commutation graph of the semi-commutation.

Définition 4.3. Let 0 be a semi-commutation defined over an alphabet E. The
set Vex contains words labeling paths of the non-commutation graph of 9 and is
defined by:

^(£,0) = {xi...xn\ (xi, xn) e 0 H Ô'1,
Vi < j < n, (xi ^ Xj and (xuxi+i) G 0)}-

Note that the set *P(E,Ö) is finite.

Définition 4.4. Let 9 be a s emi-commutation defined over an alphabet E. The
set ^(£,0) is defined by:

^(E,Ö) = {xy\ (x,y) e 9 n9~l,(fiu e Z*}xuy e Ve^)} *

Définition 4.5. Let 9 be a s emi-commutation defined over an alphabet E. The
transducer T^e) is defined by

where:
• S is the input alphabet and £ c the output alphabet;
• Q = 2 ( S x P ( E i e ) x R F ( P ( > N

• q0 = 0 is the initial state;
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• for each q of Q and each a of E, we have ô(q, a) = (g', (a, c)). Let us set, for
each q of Q

Eq,xy = [J E,
(z,xuy,v,E)^q,(z}xy,E)Eq

then
— qf is defined by:

w, y) I y e 2
U {(z,xuy,v/a,E) \ \z,xuy,v,E) G q,x,y G E,x ^ a,

U {(a,am/,v,^) | (2;,auy,v,E) e q,y e £}
U {(a,xua, v, F) \ ((z,xua> v, ̂ ) G g ) , x G S , ü / aA

(^(z^xw'a, a,Ef) G ç wift -E' C E),
F = E if a — z and
F = EU {min(Ëq^xa)} otherwise}

U {(&Î Q*y-> 0) 0̂ 2/ ^ ^(E 9) ûfid fî{Zi a2/) -E) ^ ̂ }
KJ 1 I A/J JU y} j—j j \/O}jL/y^ JLj j \z y j «AJ -y— (x j y -j— LL j

U {(a,ay,E) \ (z,ay,E) G g}

F = E if a ~ z and
F = E U {min(ËQjXa)} otherwise},

- /or eac/i x o/ S ; c(x) is defined by c(x) = mm(Eq'iXa H Eq^ax).

Words of the set P(E,Ô) are essential for the coloring, they are used to reduce the
number of colors used for a given word. The informations contained in the states
of the transducer are used to detect subwords of this set in words that have to be
colored. We will speak about "rigid words":

Définition 4.6. Let u be a word ofY,*, a and b be two letters of E. The word aub
is rigid for ab if and only if there exists a subword uf of u such that avfb belongs

Définition 4.7. For a given letter (x,c) of a colored alphabet, the color
associated with the sub-alphabet {x,y} is given by c(y). By extension, in a
word u = xiX2...Xn where each Xj belongs to E the color associated with the
sub-alphabet {x, y} of an occurrence Xi of a letter x is c(y) where:

• T(s,#)(X) = x[xf
2 • • • xf

n with for each 1 < j < n, Xj G E c ;
• x • = (x,c).

Let us now present some terminologies and explain the way the transducer pro-
ceeds. For each (a, y) in 6 H £~1, and as soon as the fîrst occurrence of a in a word
is read, the transducer memorizes in its states the set of colors that cannot be the
color associated with {a, y} of the next occurrence of y, The way to keep these
informations in states varies from case to case:
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• if ay is a word of T^te)i there does not exist any (z, auy, v, F) in any state
of the transducer. The state q reached after the read of first occurrence of
a of a word to be colored contains the tuple (a, ay, 0). This tuple evolves in
each state accessible from q to take into account the colors associated with
{a,y} of all occurrences of a and y that appear in the outputs on the path
from q to the current state, moreover there is exactly one tuple of the form
(z,ay,E) in each of these accessible states. So, for each state qf containing
(z, ay, E), we have Eq^ay = E;

• if ay is not a word of Tçz.e)> each time an occurrence of the letter a is read,
we introducé, in the state reached with this reading, a tuple (a, auy, uy, 0)
for each word auy of Vçzjy- these tuples take into account the fact that this
occurrence of a can be the first letter of a rigid factor of the word that is
being read. These tuples are going to evolve in the next states to take into
account the successive readings of letters of uy till they are removed during
a transition. Note that only the reading of an occurrence of y may remove
such a tuple from a state. A tuple (y,auy,v,E) is removed from a state q
when (z, aufy, y, E) is in the state just before q with au'y a subword of auy:
the last y may receive a color already used in the past.

Whatever are the further values of a tuple, we shall always refer to the occurrence
of letter that initiâtes it. We also refer to the représentations of a tuple. Let us
formalize these notions:

Définition 4.8. Let q be a state of the transducer T(S)Ö) such that ö(qo,w) =
(<7ïr(£,0)(™)) with w a word of E* and tq — (x,auy,v,E) (resp. tq — (x,ay,E))
be a tuple belonging to q with x, a, y letters of E. Then, the last occurrence of
a in w such that the state reached after its reading contains (a, auy, uy, 0) (resp.
[a,ay,%)) is said to be the occurrence that initiâtes tq.

Définition 4.9. Let q be a state of the transducer T^J) an& tq = [x, aub, v, E)
(resp. tq — (x,ab,E)) be a tuple belonging to q. Let qf be such that 6(q,y)
= (g', (y,c)). Then the représentations of tq are defined as follow:

• if y is different from a and b, then (x,aub,v/y, E) of qf is a représentation
oftq;

• if y is equal to a and E is not empty, then (a,aub,v,E) of qf is a représen-
tation oftq;

• if y is equal to b, v ^ b and if there exists no (z,aufb,b,Ef) in q such that
Ef C E, then by définition of the transducer, there exists a tuple (b,aub,v,F)
in qf with F equal to E when x = b and equal to EU {m.in(ËqjaZ))} otherwise.
Then this tuple of qf is a représentation oftq;

• all the représentations of a représentation of tq are représentations of tq.

Let us remark that, from the définition of the transducer, whenever (x, a) belongs
to 6 n 6'1 or 6 n 6~1, for each state q accessible from q0, the sets Eq^xa and EQjax

are always empty, since neither xa belongs to ^£,0) nor there exists any word xua
or aux in Vrr,,e)- So, in this case, in any word produced by the tranducer, the
color associated with {x, a] of each the occurrences of x and a is 0.
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In the same way, if (x, a) belongs to 9Ci9~1, for each state q accessible from ço,
the set Eq^ax is empty.

Conversely, if (x,a) belongs to 9n9~l, (Le. when the use of colors is essential)
the transducer assures that only the reading of an a may affect the set of colors
associated with {x, a} of following occurrences of x or a.

Lemma 4.10. Let 9 be a semi-commutation over E? (x,a) belong to 9 H 0"1
 ;

5(qo,w) = (Q,T^^(W)) and Ô(q,t) = (<?',(£, c)) be transitions of r^,e) with w a
word of £* and t a letter of E different from a. Then, we have Eq,xa = Eq^xa.

Proof If xa belongs to ^(£,0), let u s consider two cases. If t is different from x,
then q contains a tuple (z,xa,£?) if and only if qf contains (z^xa,E), so EQiXa =
E = Eq'^xa. If t is equal to x then either there exists a tuple (z,xa,E) in q so
(x,xa,E) is in qf and EqtXa = E = Eq^xa, or there is no tuple (z7xa,E) in g so
(x, xa, 0) is in qf and £?9jXa = EqtjXa = 0.

When xa does not belong to 7(E,0)> if * is different from x, clearly there exists
(z,xua,v,E) in <? if and only if q' contains a (z>xua,v'yE) (with vf = t»/t). SoT

we have ^ ) X a = {J(ZiXua,v,B)eq
 E = U(z,xuatv>>E)eq' E = EQ\^-

If t is equal to x, then each tuple (z,xua,v,E) in g is represented in qf by a
tuple (x, xiia, f, E). Conversely, each tuple (z, xua, v, E) in qf is such that

• z = x;
• either E = 0 (x initiâtes the tuple (x^ua,?;^) in ql)\
• or i£ ^ 0, then this tuple is a représentation of a tuple of q whose value is

So, as previously, we have EÇ}Xa = \J{z xua v E)eq E = \J(z xua v, E)eq, E = Eq*tXa.
D

We deduce directly from this lemma that when (x,a) belongs to 9 n 9~l two
occurrences of x in a word w that are not separated by any occurrence of an a in
the projection of w on {x, a} will be colored in the same way relatively to {x, a}:

Property 4.11. Let (x,a) belong to 9C\9~1, w = W1XW2XW3 be a word of E* with
\w2\a = 0; and r^^{w) = T(£;ö)(ti;1)(x, c)wf

2(x, c')w's with (px(wf
2) = w2- Then,

we have c(a) = cf{a).

The next unvarying property describes more formally the content of each state
of the transducer.

Lemma 4.12. Let w be a word of E* and (q,r^^(w)) = 5(qoiw) be a calculus
°/r(£,0)- Then, the following properties hold.

11. If (y>xuy,v,E) belongs to q then:
(a) the last occurrence of a letter of {x, y} in w is an y;
(b) the color for {x,y} of the last y in w is min(ËqiXy);
(c) E is a set containing the colors associated with {x,?/} of all occurrences

of x in w since the one that initiâtes this tuple.
12. If (x,xuy,v>E) belongs to q then:

(a) the last occurrence of a letter of {x,y} in w is an x;
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(b) the color associated with {x,y} of the last x in w is mm(ËqiXy);
(c) if E = 0 then there is no occurrence of y in w after the occurrence of x

that initiâtes this tuple;
(d) ifE^d) then:

(i) there is at least one occurrence of y in w after the occurrence of x
that initiâtes the tuple;

(ii) E is a set containing the colors associated with {x,y} of all occur-
rences of x in w since the one that initiâtes this tuple, except the
color of the last x in w.

13. If (x,xy,E) belongs to q then:
(a) the last occurrence of a letter of {xyy} in w is an x;
(b) the color associated with {x,y} of the last occurrence of x in the word w

is mm(Êq7Xy) = min(Ë);
(c) E is a set of containing the colors associated with {xyy} of all the

occurrences of x in w except the color of the last x of w.
14. If(y,xy,E) belongs to q then:

(a) the last occurrence of a letter of {x,y} in w is an y;
(b) the color associated with {xyy} of the last occurrence of y in the word w

is min(JËg)Xy) = min(Ë);
(c) E is a set containing the colors associated with {x, y} of all the occur-

rences of x in w.

Proof. For each part of the invariant, properties (a) and (b) are directly deduced
from the définition of the transducer. So, we only prove the other properties by
induction on the length of w.

The empty word clearly vérifies these properties.
Let wf = wa, ô(qo,w) — {q,r^^(w)) and ô(q,a) = (ç',(a,c)). From the

définition of the transducer, q' contains exactly the following tuples:

• (a,auy,uy,$) for each word auy in P(s^) w ^h y a letter of H. As the
occurrence of a read during the transition from q to qf initiâtes the tuple,
12.c is clearly true;

• (a,auy,v,E) for each tuple (z,auy,v,E) G q with y a letter of S. If E is
empty, 12. c is true in q and since the last letter of wa is an a, it is also true in
qf. HE is not empty, by induction hypothesis, I2.d.i is true in q. Since the
occurrence of a read between q and q1 do not initiate the tuple, I2.d.i is still
true in qf. Now we still have to show that I2.d.ii holds. From Lemma 4.10,
we get mm(Ëq^ay) — mm(Ëq^ay), there are two cases:

— z = a, I2.d.ii holds in q and as c(y) = min(Ëq'\ay) = mm(Êq}ay), I2.d.ii
is also true in qf\

- z = y, by induction, Il.c is true in q and since c(y) ^ E (we have
c(y) = mm(Ëq'^ay) = mm(Ëq^xy)), I2.d.ii holds in q'\

• (z, xuy, v/a, E) for each (z7 xuy, v, E) of q with x and y letters of S different
from a. As the read of the last a of wa may only modify the third component
of such tuples, each property true in q for a tuple (z, xuy, v, E) is also true
in qf for (z,xuy,v/a,E) in qf\
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• (a,xua,v,F) such that (z,xua,v,E) belongs to q and there does not exist
a tuple (z', rn/a,a, £") in q with E' C E. Hz is equal to a, as in this case
F — E and Il.c is true in g, Ji.c is true in g'. If z is equal to se then, by
induction hypothesis, 72 is true in q. There are two cases:

— if £7 is empty, there is no occurrence of a in w after the occurrence of x
that initiâtes the tuple (z, xua, v, E) of q. From Property 4.11, the color
associated with {#, a} of this occurrence is the same as the color of the
last x in w> that is mm(ËqjXa). As F is equal to {min(ËqiXa)}, Il.c is
true in g';

— if E is not empty, E is the set of the colors associated with {a, x} of all the
occurrences of x since the one that initiâtes the tuple (z^xua^v^E) ex-
cept the last one which is mm(ÉqjXa). As F is equal to E\J{mm(EqiXa)},
Il.c is true in g'.

• (z, xy, E) for each tuple (z, xy, E) of q, with a different from x and from y.
In this case, since the read of a does not affect such tuples, if 13 (resp. 14)
is true in g, it is also true in g';

• (a, ay, 0) for each word ay of ^£,0) such that there does not exist any tuple
(z,ay,E) in q. As a is the first occurrence of {a, y} in wa and since E is
empty, 13. c is clearly true in g';

• (a, ay, E) for each (z, ay, E) G g. There are two cases:
— if z is equal to a then 13 is true in q. So the the last occurrence of a letter

of {a, y} in w is an a. From Property 4.11, this occurrence receives the
same color than the last a of wa, that is to say min(iS), so 73. c is true
in qf\

— if z is equal to y, 14 is true in q so Ü7 is the set of the colors associated
with {a, y} of all the occurrences of a in w. As c(y) = min(Ë) does not
belong to E, 13.c is true in qf;

• (a, xa, F) for each (z, xa, E) € g. There are two cases:
— if z is equal to a then F is equal to E. Since I4.C is true in g for w, I4.C

is also true in q1 for wa;
— if z is equal to x then i5 is true in g so E is the set of the colors associated

with {x, a} of all the occurrences of x in w except the last one which is
min(ÎS). As F is equal to E U min(i£), I4.C is true in g' for wa.

D

As last property of the transducer, we show that the form of the tuples present in
a state gives us some informations about the occurrences that initiâtes them.

Lemma 4.13. Let w be a word of E* and {q,T^^(w)) = ö(qoiw) be a calculus
ofr(x,d)- If (a,xua,v,E) and (a,xv!a,vf,Ef) belong to q with Ef C E then the
occurrence of x that initiâtes (a,xua,v,E) précèdes in w the one that initiâtes
[a,xufa,vf\Ef).
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Proof. From the previous lemma, Ef (resp. E) contains exactly the colors
associated with {x, a} of all the occurrences of x in w since the one that initi-
âtes (a,xufa,vf ,Ef) (resp. (ayxua,v,E)). As Ef C E, the occurrence of x in w
that initiâtes {a,xv!a,vf,Ef) is after the one that initiâtes (a,xuayv}E).

•

Now we give the définition of the partial commutation that we apply on colored
words to simulate the semi-commutation.

Définition 4.14. Let 6 be a serai-commutation over an alphabet £. The partial
commutation QQ is defined by:

ge = {((x,c),{y,cf))GJ:2
c | (x,y)GÔne~1 or (x ^ y and c(y) ^ d(x))} •

From this définition and remarks above straight follows the next property:

Property 4.15. Let ô be a semi-commutation over an alphabet T,, w be a word
overT, and {x,c),(y,d) two occurrences of letters inr^^(w). Then, we have:

(((z,c),(t/,c')) G Qe) => ( (Z, ÎO e 0U0-1).

We now show two essential properties of the coloring. They assure that two letters
that should not commute in a word u but have different colors in the coloring of u
or two letters that should commute in u but have the same color in the coloring of u
cannot be neighbours in any word of the closure of u under the semi-commutation.

Lemma 4.16. Let 9 be a semi-commutation over an alphabet E. For each word
u of S* and f or each (x,y) of6n9~1, the following property holds:

(T(S,Ô)(U) = ui{y,c)u2{x,c!)uz with c(x) ^ cf(y))

a-
(u2 = vi(2/,ci)v3 with d(x) = cf{y)).

Proof. Let us suppose that r^^(u) = u\{y^c)u2{x,cl)uz with c(x) ^ d{y). Let
us dénote by gi, Ç2, 93 and ç4 the states oir^te) s u c n that we have ö(qo, tp^(ui)) =
(çi,ui), ö(quy) = (g2,(y,c)), ô(q2,<px(u2)) = (qs,u2), and ö_(q3,x) = (ç4,(x,c/))-
By définition, we have c(x) = min(Eq2iXy) and d(y) — mm(Eg4iXy).

If (pj:(u2) does not contain any y, we get from Lemma 4.10 the equality: Eq2iXy =
EqZiXy — Eq4yXy. But c(x) = mm(Ëq2^xy) is different from d(y) = mm(Ëq4iXy), so
there is at least one occurrence of y in (^^(^2)- Let us consider the last one:
u2 = vi(y,a)v3 with ^2(^3)|y = 0, and 6(q2,yx(vi)y) = (gji Vi(y, Ci)). From
Lemma 4.10, we get immediately C\(x) = mm(Eq'2jXy) = min(E'g3)Xy) = d(y) (see
Fig. 1). 2' ' D
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min = mm(Eq3jXy) =

FIGURE 1. Proofof Lemma 4.16.

Lemma 4.17. Let 6 be a semi-commutation over an alphabet E. For each word
u of S* and for each (x, y) ofOnÖ"1, the following property holds:

(T(E,0)M = ui(x,c)u2{y,c')uz with c(y) — cf(x)

(x(f^(u2)y is rigid for xy).

Proof Let us dénote by ci, q^ qs and g4 the states of T^Ô) such that we have
ö(qo,<px(ui)) = (gi,ui), à\qux) = (g2,(^,c)), %2,VE(W2)) = fe,^2), and also
%3;2/) = (g4)(2/,c/)) (seeFig. 2).

qo

FIGURE 2. Proof of Lemma 4.17.

y/(y,cf)
Q4

Let us suppose that xy belongs to ?(E,0)> there exists a tuple (y,xy>E) in
<?4 where E contains exactly the set of colors associated with {x,y} of all the
occurrences ofx muiXU2y (Lem. 4.12 /^.c), so E contains c(t/). Asc^x) = min(Ë),
the equality c(y) = c^x) is impossible, so xy does not belong to T^Qy
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By définition of the transducer, c(y) is equal to mm(Ëq2yXy) and d{x) is equal to
min(Ëq4:Xy). So q± does not contain any tuple (y, xvy, w, E) such that c(y) = d{x)
belongs to E.

The x read between q\ and q<i initiâtes tuples (x, xvy, vy, 0) for each word
xvy of 7 (̂2:̂ ). Let use dénote by x\ this occurrence of x. None of these tuples are
represented in q^: otherwise, there fourth components should contain c(y)
(Lem. 4.12 Il.c) and we just saw it is impossible. According to Définition 4.9,
there are two possibilities for such tuples to be in a state and not to have any
représentation in the state reached after a transition.

In the first case, the représentation of the tuple t we consider is (x, xvy, vy, 0)
in a state and the input letter is x. Then, this occurrence of x (denoted by
x2) initiâtes a new tuple (x,xvy,vy,$) and t has no more représentation. Then,
according to Lemma 4.12 12.c^ there is no occurrence of y between the occurrences
Xi and X2 of x. We can simply consider the last occurrence of x in x(p^(u2) such
that there is no y between this occurrence and the first one and consider the tuple
(x, xvy^ vy, 0) initiated by this occurrence to come back to the second case.

In the second case, we have (pj:(u2)y = viyv$ such that 5(<?2,̂ i) = (<?, ^i),
5{q,y) — (qf(y,c;/)), S(q\vs)) = (34,^3) and there exists in q a tuple (z,xvy,w,E)
initiated in q^ that is no more in qf'. There are two cases:

• w = yiit means that v is a subword of t?i, so xvy is a subword of x(p^(u2)y;
• there exists in g a tuple (z\ xvfy, y, Ef) with E1 c E. From Lemma 4.13, the

occurrence of x that initiâtes this tuple is after the x that permits to reach
#2- So vf is a subword of v\ and xvfy is a subword of X(p-£(u2)y.

•
Now, using the previous properties, we will show that the coloring we have defined
satisfy our requirements, that is to say can be used to compute the closure under
a semi-commutation.

Theorem 4.18. Let 9 be a serai-commutation defined over an alphabet S. For
each word u ofT,*, we have:

Proof. Let t? be a word of îe(u). Let us show by induction on the length of a
minimal dérivation from u to v that v belongs to c^s(f^ö('7"(r,ö)(w)))' This clearly
holds when the length of the dérivation is 0. Let us consider the dérivation:

u —• w ~ W\xyw2 —> Wiyxw2 ~ v.
9 6

By induction hypothesis, we have

Qo

with (f J:{W[) and (p^{w'2) respectively equal to w\ and w2- If ((x, c)(y, c')) does
not belong to QQ then, due to the définition of £0, (x,y) does not belong to 0"1
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and c(y) ~ d{x). Since we consider a minimal dérivation (according to Cor. 2.9),
the two occurrences of letters that we consider are in the same order in T(S)ö)(w),
we have r^^(u) = Ui(x1c)u2(y,d)u3. According to Lemma 4.17, X(p£(u2)y is
rigid for xy so these occurrences of x and y cannot be side by side in any word of
î${u). This lead to a contradiction. So, ((x;c), (y,d)) belongs to QQ and

(E,0)() [(y)()
QQ

We have the first part of the equality: ÏQ{U) Ç ^
Let v be a word of <^E(feö(T(s,ö)(u)))- There exists a word v' belonging to

i2e(r(£,0)(^)) such that <px(vf) — v. Let us show by induction on the length of a
minimal dérivation from r^^(u) to vf that v belongs to ïe(u). This clearly holds
when the length of the dérivation is 0. Let us consider the dérivation:

T(£,e)fa) -^w' = wf
i(x,c)(y,d)w2 —> w[(y>d)(x,c)w2 = v'.

Qe QQ

By induction hypothesis, we have:

u -̂ -> w = wixyw2 with (pj:(w[) — W\ et ^2(^2) = W2-
o

If (x, y) belongs to Ö, we have immediately

u -^ w — wixyw2 —> v =

We will show that the other case can never happen. Let us suppose that (x, y) do
not belong to 0. As we know that ((x,c), (y>cf)) belongs to QQ, we deduce from
Property 4.15 that (2/, x) belongs to 6 and from the définition of g$ that c(y) ^
cf{x). Since the dérivation is minimal, the occurrences (x,c) and (y, d) that we
consider are in the same order in T(S)ö)(w), we have r^,e){u) = ui(x,cjU2(y,d)us
so, according to Lemma 4.16, U2 — vi{x,ci)v2 with C\{y) = c'(x). Thus, in
each word of ÏÔ9(T(J:,Ô)(U))I the two occurrences (x,c) and (y, c') that we consider
will ever be separated by a factor containing (x,Ci) since neither ((#, c), (x, ci))
belongs to ge nor ((cc, Ci), (y%d)). This leads to a contradiction, the couple (x,y)
must belong to 9. So, v belongs to ie{u) and as conclusion, ^sO^eO^E.e)^))) is

included in f^(it).
D

5. CASE OF REGULAR LANGUAGES

5.1. A SUFFICIENT CONDITION FOR THE TRANSDUCER TO BE FINITE

In this part, we give a sufficient condition for the image of a regular language
by the transduction to be computed by a rational function. For this purpose we
try to give a bound to values that can be contain by the sets "E" of the tuples of
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the transducer. In the following of this section, we consider a semi- commutât ion
9 over a finite alphabet E and T(SJ0) = (E, Sc, Q,£,ç0, Q). Let us first define the
property we use:

Définition 5.1. A language L over E satisfies the (P) property if and only if f or
each iterating factor u of L, each connected component in (alph(u),0) is strongly
connectée.

Lemma 5.2. Let L be a regular language over E verifying the (P) property. There
exists an integer NL > 0 such that for each factor aub of L with (a, b) a couple of
ene-1.-

(\\aub\\ab > NL) =̂  (aub is rigid for ab).

Proof Let n be the state number of the deterministic complete finite automaton
of L. Let us set NL = n x ||E|| x 2"EIL If ||em&||ab is greater or equal to NL, there
exists a factorization:

with Utî jllob greater or equal to n for each % in {1, 2 , . . . , ||E||} and each j in
{1,2,... ,2ll2H}. So, at least one factor of each ui:j is an iterating factor of L
and contains at least one occurrence of a and one occurrence of b. From the (P)
property of the language L, we deduce that each u^j has a strongly connected
subword whose alphabet contains a and b. In other words, for each Uij, there
exists a word au^jb oiVe,Y, such that alph(au^6) is included in alph(auzjb). Since
there exists at least ||E|| pairwise distinct couples (i,j) such that the alphabets of
corresponding words u%^ are identical, aub is rigid for ab. •

Lemma 5.3. Let (a,6) belong to 6C\Q~l, u\ and u2 be words of E*. We have:

= (qi,u[) and 5

2,ab|| < II^Laftll

Proof Let us show the lemma by induction on the length of u2- If u2 = e then
11^2,abli — H-É'qi.afell, so the relation is clearly satisfied.

Let us now suppose u2 — v2x with x a letter of E. Let us set (s2,v2) = <$(<?i, v2).
We have 5(s2,x) = (q2,xf) and, by induction hypothesis, the following équation
holds:

\\ES2,ab\\ < II^LablI + ll^üaö+l-

If x is different from b, then ||ii2||ab is equal to H^lUb and accordingto Lemma 4.10,
Eq2}ab is equal to ES2^ab, so the relation is satisfied.

If x is equal to b and ||u2||a& to ll^lUb + 1, since Hi^.a&ll is lower or equal to
Il̂ s2,a&ll + )̂ the relation is once again satisfied.
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If x is equal to b and ||u2|U& to H^lUt» for each {y,aab,(3,E) oî S2, y is b and
for each (y, ab, E) of s2, y is b thus we have: ||ü7g2)ab|| < ll^s2)a6|| and the relation
is satisfied. D

Définition 5.4. Let q be a state of the transducer T^,Ö) anà (a? &) a couple of
9 ne'1. The set Sq,ab is defined by:

{E Ç N I 3(x, cm&, u', £ ) G g } U { £ ; ç N | 3(x, a&, S) G q} •

Lemma 5.5. Le£ u be a word of £* wzifc ô(qo,u) = (q>uf). We have:

V(a, 6) € 0 H Ö"1, V£, F G Sg,a6i F Ç E or E G F, (1)

I K a 5 l l = max (HFII). (2)

Proof. Let us first show the first property by induction of the length of u. If u is
the empty word, then q ~ qo = 0 and the property is verified.

If u is equal to vx with x a letter of S, let us set (s,v') = S(qo}v). If a; is
different from 6 then each E belonging to SQiab belongs to Ss,ab or is empty. Thus,
the property is satisfied. Now we have to consider the case when x is equal to b.
Let us consider E and F belonging to Sq^ab- Then, there exists Ef and Ff in SSyab
with E = E' and F = F ' or E = S ' U min(ÉS)O6) and F = F ' U min(FS)a6). Thus,
the first property is always true.

The second property is a direct conséquence of the first one. D

Lemma 5.6. Let (a, b) belong to ÖH0™1 such that there exists a word aab in V$JÏ-
Let u and v be words of Zl* such that the word au does not contain any rigid left
factor for ab. If ô(qo^vau) = (g,i/a'u') is a calculus of'T^,e) then there exists a
tuple (x,aab,a' ,E) in q with a! the shortest right factor of aab such that aab is
a subword of auaf and \\E\\ = ||cm||afr.

Proof. Let us show the lemma by induction on the length of u. If u is empty, then
(a,aab,ab,E = 0) belongs to q and af = ab is the shortest right factor of aab
such that aab is a subword of aaf and \\E\\ ~ 0 = ||a||a6. Let us set u — wx with
x a letter of S and Ô(qo}vaw) = (s^'a'iu'). By induction hypothesis, there exists
a tuple (y, aab, a', E) in 5 satisfying the lemma.

If x is different from b then (z,aab\af/x,E) belongs to q and the lemma is
satisfied.

If x is equal to 6, let us suppose that there exists a tuple (z\ a(3b, by F) in s. As
awb has no left factor rigid for ab, we get E Q F. Consequently, we have the same
two cases, if there exists some (z, afib, b: F) in 5 or not:

• when the last letter of Ua^aw) is b then (6, aab, a', E) belongs to q\
• otherwise, (6, aab, a', E U min(jËs>a&)) belongs to q.

In each case, the lemma holds. D
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L e m m a 5.7. Let aub be a rigid word for ab that does not have any proper left
factor rigid for ab. Then, considering the transducer TÇ^^, we have:

Vv e X\(ö(qo,vaub) = (q,w)) => (\\Eqtab\\ < \\aub\\ab).

Proof Let v be a word of E* and ö(qo,vaub) = (q,w) be a calculus of T ( £ J Ö ) .

Let us set ö(qo,v) = (<?I,Î/)> <H<?i>a) = (<?2,a'), and S(q2,u) = {qz,uf). We have
<K(73> &) = (?) &')• Since cmfr is rigid for aè, there exists a subword a ofw such that
aa6 belongs to V$^.

The tuple (a, aab, ab, 0) belongs to 92 and, since m/b does not contain any proper
left factor rigid for ab, according to Lemma 5.6, there exists (x,aab,b,E) in q3

with \\E\\ = ||aw||afc. Moreover, according to Lemma 5.5, for each F of $Q3,ab,
either F is a subset or is equal to E1, either E is strictly included in F. According
to the définition of 7^0, there does not exists any tuple (x, aa'b, anb, F) such that
E C F in q. Thus, $qiab only contains sets Ff such that:

• \\Ff\\ < | | £ | | + 1 = ||au||a6 + l = ||au6||ab when the last letter of Uab(u) is a;
• IJF'JI < | |E| | = \\au\\ab - ||au&||fl6 otherwise.

Since 11^^11 is equal to m a x ^ ^ ^ abdl^'H)) according to Lemma 5.5, we have

D

Lemma 5.8. Let L be a regular language over U satisfying the (P) property.
There exists an integer KL such that for each word u of L and for each couple
(a, b) of 9, considering the transducer r^^y'

Proof Let NL be the integer given by Lemma 5.2. We show that NL-\~1 is suitable
for KL by induction on the length of the word u. Let (a, b) belong to 9 O 6~l. If
u is empty then Ego^ is empty and the lemma holds.

Let us suppose that u — vx with x a letter of E. Let us set ö(qo,v) = (s, v'). We
have ö(s,x) = (g, cc') and, by induction hypothesis. ||jE?S)a5|| < KL. If ||J5Sïa6|| <
KL, we are done. Otherwise, we deduce from Lemma 5.3: \\v\\ab > KL — 1 = NL-
If x is different from 6, ||£?g>ab|| is equal to | | i^a&|| and we are done. Let us consider
the case when u = vb and a factorization u\au^ of u such that au^b is rigid for
ab and has no proper left factor rigid for ab. Such a factorization exists according
to Lemma 5.2 since ||f||a& ^ NL- Moreover, since au^b has no proper left factor
rigid for a&, we deduce from Lemma 5.2 that ||au2&||afe is lower or equal to NL-
Now, from Lemma 5.7, we have immediately:

H^abll < \\au2b\\ab < NL <KL.

D
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We are now able to enunciate the main resuit of this section.

Proposition 5.9. Let E be an alphabet, 0 be a semi-commutation over £ and L
be a regular language over Y*. If L satisfies the (P) property then T^Q^(L) can be
computed by a rational transduction.

Proof. We have to show that a bounded number of states are reached in the
computation of r^^(L). For this purpose, it suffices to show that there exists an
integer TL such that for each (a, b) of 0 fi 0~l and for each word u of L:

(ô(qo,u) = (q,uf)) => (max(£g)û6) < TL).

Let us show that the integer KL given by Lemma 5.8 is suitable for TL.
Let us suppose that there exists a word u ~ vx with x a letter of E such that

<H<?o,̂ ) = (s,?/)) 5(s,x) = (<?,#'), max(I£S)ak) < KL, and max(ü7g)a&) > Kx,- From
définition of 5, we deduce that ESiab — {0 ,1 , . . . , K^} but, in this case we have
l l ^ ^ l l = KL + 1. This leads to a contradiction with Lemma 5.8. D

5.2. A NECESSARY CONDITION FOR THE TRANSDUCER TO BE FINITE

We now show that the condition of Proposition 5.9 is not only sufïicient but
also necessary for any rational coloring. In this part, we use a few technical
intermediate lemmas that are proved using some formai languages notions which
are quite different from the ones seen in the beginning of the paper. Thus, we
need to introducé these notions.

Notation 5.10. We dénote by D-f the semi-dyck language over one letter.

Notation 5.11. Let 6 be a semi-commutation over S. For any subalphabet X
of £ ; we dénote by (X, 9) the restriction of the non commutation graph of this
s emi-commutation to X.

Définition 5.12. A language L is bounded if there exist words Wi,W2, • • - ,wn

such that L Ç

Lemma 5.13. Let 9 be a s emi-commutation over an alphabet E and L Ç E* be
a language which does not satisfy the (P) property. Then there exists a bounded
language K included in L and a rational transduction r such that D-f = r({$(K)).

Proof If the language L does not satisfy the (P) property then there exist three
words x,y^u G S* and a subalphabet a of E such that K = xu*y Ç L and a is a
connected component of (alph(u), 6) which is not strongly connected. Then, there
exist two letters a and b in a such that (6, a) G 0 C\Ö~l and there is no path from
b to a in (alph(u), Ö). Let us consider the two following alphabets:

• Ofi = {b} U{zG alph(ti) | there exists a path from b to z in (alph(ïz), #)};
• c*2 = alph(ti) \ a i .

Note that for all (x,y) in ai x a 2 , {x, y) belongs to 9 and a^ is not empty since
a e CV2-
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Let us now introducé a new alphabet Ë = {â, b) x, y} such that Ë n £ = 0 and
two morphisms g and h defined from Ë* to £* by:

• g(a) = a, g(b) = &_and g(x) = g (y) = e\
• h(a) = n a i (u) , h(b) = na2(u), h(x) = x and h(y) = y.

Since the word Ua2 (u)IIQl (u) belongs to U(u) and the word ïlŒ2 (u)Iiai (u) belongs
to fö(nai(u)IIa2(u)) but Hai(u)Ha2(u) do not belong to f$(IIa2(u)TLai(u)), we
obtain

D* =

U

Définition 5.14. A family of languages is a rational cône if it is closed under
rational transduction.

Lemma 5.15. Let 0 be a partial commutation over Y, and K be a bounded
language. Then i$^K) belongs to Cn{B), the least rational cône closed under
intersection containing all the bounded languages.

Proof. It is sumcient to prove the lemma when 0 is a partitioned commutation. A
partial commutation 0 over E is a (k—)partitioned commutation if there exists a
partition of the alphabet E :{Ei,. . . , E&} such that

E, x E,,

Indeed, if K is a bounded language and h a morphism, h(K) is a bounded language
and it is shown in [4] the following resuit: for any partial commutation function
f, there exist a morphism h and a partitioned commutation function f' such that
f=h-1oî'oh.

Let {Ei,...,£fc} be the corresponding partition of E and let us defined k
copies of the alphabet £ : Xi , . . . , Xfc. Let h^ i € { 1 , . . . , k} be the corresponding
bijections from E to X ,̂ i G {!,...,&}. Then we clearly have

u e K} f] E*( E hx(x)... hk(x))*

Since K is a bounded language, the languages {[[^(^h^u) \ u G K} for i G
{1 , . . . , k} are bounded languages too. Moreover, we know that Cn(B) is closed un-
der shufile since it is shown in [9] that every rational cône closed under
intersection is closed under shuffle opération. It follows that îe{K) £ Cn(B)-

a

We can now enunciate the main theorem of this section.
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Theorem 5.16. Let 9 be a semi-commutation over E and L Ç E* be a regular
language. There exist two rational functions h and g and a partial commutation
0f over E' such that for each word u in L, i$(u) — g o iQ< o h (u) if and only if the
language L satisfies the (P) property.

Proof. From Proposition 5.9, we know that the condition is sufficient. Conversely,
let us suppose that L does not satisfy (P) and there exist two rational functions h
and g and a partial commutation 0' over an alphabet E' such that for each word
u in L, fe(u) = g(fe'(h(u))). We shall see that this leads to a contradiction. From
Lemma 5.13, there exist a bounded language K Ç L and a rational transduction r
such that Dx* = r(îe(K))). Since hisa, rational function, we get, from [8] and [10],
that h(K) is a bounded language, then from Lemma 5.15, it follows that ÏQI (h(K))
belongs to Cn(B) hence îe{K) = g(îe>{h(K))) belongs to Cn(B). It should follow
that D{ = T{ÎQ(K))) e Cn{B), but this contradicts the following resuit enunciated
in [12]: Dx* does not belong to the least rational cône containing the family of all
the commutative languages which is equal to Cn(B). CH

6. CONCLUSION

The results of this paper can be used to make a link between some results for
semi-commutations and similar results for partial commutations. As conclusion,
we present an example of this link.

Let us recall that there exists a sufficient condition to décide whether the closure
of a regular language is regular. This condition is about the connexity of the
iterating factors of the language and has been shown independently by Ochmanski
in [15] and Métivier in [14] for partial commutations and by Clerbout and Latteux
in [5] for the semi-commutations.

Theorem 6.1 (Métivier and Ochmanski). Let g be a partial commutation over
an alphabet E and L be a regular language over E. If each iterating factor of L is
connected for g then the closure of L under g is regular.

Theorem 6.2 (Clerbout and Latteux). Let 9 be a s emi-commutation over an
alphabet E and L be a regular language over E. If each iterating factor of L is
strongly connected for 9 then the closure of L under 0 is regular.

Using Theorem 5.16, we propose a proof of Theorem 6.2 based on Theorem 6.1.

Proof of Theorem 6.2. Let 9 be a semi-commutation over an alphabet E and L
be a regular language over E whose iterating factors are strongly connected for 9.
According to Proposition 5.9, the language r^^(L) is regular. So, it suffices to
show that its iterating factors are connected for the partial commutation QQ to get
the resuit.

Let u be an iterating factor of r^^(L). Let us first remark that for each x
and each y of alph(w) such that c^s(x) = y?s(y)î (x>y) do not belong to g$1 so
the sets of letters which have the same image under (p% form cliques of the graph
(alph(u), go). Since u is an iterating factor of T(S)6i)(L), (px(u) is an iterating factor



SEMI-COMMUTATIONS AND PARTIAL COMMUTATIONS 329

of L, so for each couple of letters x and y of alph(u), there exists a path from
99s(x) to <px(y) in the non-commutât ion graph (alph(</?s(u)), ö). Let us dénote by
¥>s(aO = ^o, ̂ i, * • •, ̂ n-i) ^n = <Ps(y) the vertices of this path. Now, we just have
to show that for each Zi and each zi+x there exists in the graph (alph(w), Q$) an
edge between one z^ and one z'i+1 such that <ps(^) = z% and ^ E ( ^ + I ) = ^i+i-

Since there exists an arc between Zi and zi+\, two cases can happen. If {zi+1, ẑ )
do not belong to the semi-commutation 0 then, by définition of the coloring, for
each (zi, c) and each (2^+1, d) of the alphabet of u, c^+ i ) = 0 and d(zi) = 0 and
we have an edge between (z^E) and (^ + i ,F) . If (2i+i,2i) belongs to 0 then it
suffices to show that there exists a (2 ,̂ c) and a {zi+1) d) in the alphabet of u such
that c(zi+i) = d(zi). This clearly holds: since u is a iterating factor of r(Sjö)(L),
we can consider u2. In this word, for each letter (2^+1, c') of the alphabet of u} at
least one occurrence is preceded by a (ziyc) (with no letter corresponding with a
Zi between them). In this case, by définition of the coloring, c(zi+i) — d(zi), so
there is an edge between these two letters. For each couple of letters x and y of
alph(u), there exists a path from a; to y in (alph(u), ge), therefore the word u is
connected.

Since each iterating factor of r^^(L) is connected for g$, according
Theorem 6.1, iQe(r^^(L)) is a regular language. According to Theorem 4.18,
f#(L) is the image by the strictly alphabetical morphism cps ûf {Q0(r^j^(L))i so
this language is regular. •

REFERENCES

[1] A. Arnold, An extension of the notions of traces and of asynchronous automata. Theoret.
Informaties Appl. 25 (1991), 355-393.

[2] M. Clerbout, Commutations Partielles et Familles de Langages. Ph.D. Thesis, Université
des Sciences et Technologies de Lille (1984).

[3] M. Clerbout and D. Gonzalez, Atomic semi-commutations. Theoret. Comput. Sci. 123
(1994) 259-272.

[4] M. Clerbout and M. Latteux, Partial commutations and faithful rational transductions.
Theoret Comput. Sci. 34 (1984) 241-254.

[5] M. Clerbout and M. Latteux, Semi-commutations. Inform. and Comput. 73 (1987) 59-74.
[6] M. Clerbout, M. Latteux, Y. Roos and W. Zielonka, Semi-commutations and rational expres-

sions, in Proc. Î9th International Colloquium on Automata Languages and Programrning
(ICALP'92), edited by W. Kuich. Springer, Lecture Notes in Comput. Sel 623 (1992)
113-125.

[7] V. Diekert and G. Rozenberg, The Book of Traces. World Scientific, Singapore (1995).
[8] C.C. Elgot and J.E. Mezei, On relations defined by generalized fmite automata. IBM J. Res.

Develop. 9 (1965) 47-68.
[9] S. Ginsburg and S.A. Greibach Principal AFL. J. Comput System Sci. 4 (1970) 308-338.

[10] S. Ginsburg, The Mathemetical Theory of Context-Free Languages. McGraw-Hill (1966).
[11] J.F. Husson, Modélisation de la Causalité par des Relations d'Indépendance. Ph.D. Thesis,

Université Paul Sabatier, Toulouse (1996).
[12] M. Latteux, Cônes rationnels commutativement clos. Theoret. Informaties Appl. 11 (1977)

29-51.
[13] A. Mazurkiewicz, Concurrent program schemes and their interprétations. DAIMI Rep. PB

78, Aarhus University (1977).



330 M. CLERBOUT, Y. ROOS AND I. RYL

[14] Y. Métivier, Une condition suffisante de reconnaïssabilité dans un monoïde partiellement
commutatif. Theoret. Informaties Appl. 20 (1986) 121-127.

[15] E. Ochmanski, Regular behaviour of concurrent Systems. Bull. EUT. ASSOC. Theoret.
Comput. Sci. EATCS 27 (1985) 56-67.

[16] E. Ochmanski and P. A. Wacrenier, On regular compatibility of semi-commutations, in Proc.
20th International Colloquium on Automata, Languages and Programming (ICALPy93),
edited by A. Lingas, R. Karlsson and S. Carlsson. Springer, Lecture Notes in Comput. Sci.
700 (1993) 445-456.

[17] W. Zielonka, Notes on finite asynchronous automata. Theoret. Informaties Appl. 21 (1987)
99-135.

Communicated by A. Arnold.
Received June 21, 2000. Accepted September 21, 2000.

To access this journal online:
www.edpsciences.org


